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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  for  the 

Borough  of  Rowley  Regis. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1952,  in  which  is  incorporated  the  report  of  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  laid  down  in  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
2/53,  dated  22nd  January,  1953. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough  occurring  during  the  year,  but  fortunately  there  were  no 
deaths  from  this  disease.  There  was  very  little  Poliomyelitis,  there 
being  only  four  cases  notified  and  these  were  of  the  mild  variety. 
Diphtheria  was,  too,  practically  non  existent,  there  was  only  one 
confirmed  case. 

The  vital  statistics  show  there  was  a  fall  in  the  birth  rate,  the 
death  rate,  and  the  infant  mortality  rate.  The  birth  rate  was  13.84 
per  1,000  population  (14.54  in  1951),  the  death  rate  was  9.44  per 
1,000  population  (10.38  in  1951),  and  the  infant  mortality  rate  was 
26.58  per  1,000  live  births  (30.72  in  1951),  the  latter  being  the 
lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  Borough. 

As  in  past  years  the  routine  work  of  the  Department  has  been 
carried  out  satisfactorily  during  the  year,  special  attention  again 
being  given  to  the  supervision  of  premises  concerned  with  the  pre¬ 
paration  and  sale  of  food.  In  an  industrial  area  such  as  this, 
nuisances  due  to  dust  and  smoke  are  continually  occurring,  and  the 
suggestion  contained  in  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  that 
a  qualified  smoke  inspector  could  be  engaged  solely  on  this  type  of 
work,  is  worthy  of  your  consideration. 

I  once  again  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  my  stall  for  the 
way  they  have  carried  out  their  duties  during  the  year,  and  to  the 
Members  of  the  Council  I  express  my  gratitude  for  their  help, 
consideration  and  co-operation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRANK  ASKER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

as  at  31st  December,  1952 
Chairman :  Alderman  Hancock,  J.P. 

Vice-Chairman :  Councillor  Hanson 

His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  Deeley,  J.P.,  Palmer,  J.P., 
Norwood  and  Woodward;  Councillors  Adams  J.,  Gilbert,  Milling¬ 
ton,  Pritchard  (Mrs.),  Thorne,  Wakeman  V.  W.,  Walker  and 
Willetts. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 

on  the 

ROWLEY  REGIS  AREA  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

Alderman  Deeley,  J.P. ;  Councillors  Pritchard  (Mrs.  P.),  Smith, 
Walker  and  Westwood. 

*  Aldermen  Palmer  and  Pennington  and  Councillor  A.  J.  Barker. 

*  Note:  These  members  were  appointed  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council. 

STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — 

FRANK  ASKER,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 

ALEC  LONGFELLOW,  A.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  M.Inst.P.C., 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s 
Certificate,  Smoke  Inspector’s  Certificate,  Testamur  of  the 
Institute  of  Public  Cleansing,  Honours  in  Plumbing  and 
Sanitary  Science  of  the  City  and  Guilds  of  London  Institute. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors  : — 

WILLIAM  WOOLDRIDGE,  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate. 

LEONARD  COOMBES,  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate  and 
Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s  Certificate. 

LASHFORD  R.  TURBIN,  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate, 
and  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s  Certificate. 

Junior  Assistant : — 

Michael  S.  Harrison. 

Clerks : — 

Miss  D.  Morgan,  Chief  Clerk. 

Miss  M.  Patrick. 

Miss  B.  Rawlings. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  mid-year  1952) 
Population  (Census  1951) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (at  31st  December,  1952, 
according  to  the  Rate  Books) 

Rateable  Value  (at  31st  December,  1952) 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  (at  3 1st  March,  1952) 

Estimated  product  of  a  Penny  Rate  (at  31st 
December,  1952) 


48,910 

49,409 

14,170 

£195,084 

£748.8.2 

£765 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Although  parts  of  the  Tividale  and  Rowley  Regis  Wards  are 
agricultural  in  character,  the  district  is  essentially  an  industrial  one. 
The  manufacture  of  iron  goods,  such  as  nails,  rivets,  tubes,  shovels, 
chains  and  anchors,  hollow-ware,  electrical  fittings,  being  among 
the  chief  industries.  A  hard  basaltic  rock  known  as  “  Rowley  Rag  ” 
is  quarried  from  the  hills  and  is  largely  used  for  paving  and 
channelling  purposes.  There  is  no  coal  mining  done  in  the  district 
now  though  the  presence  of  pit  mounds  and  disused  pit  shafts  bear 
testimony  to  the  fact  that  coal  mining  was  once  an  important 
industry  in  the  Borough. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 

*  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 
STILL  BIRTHS  : 


Male 

Female 

Total 

339 

329 

668 

6 

3 

9 

345 

332 

677 

ion 

13.84 

Male 

Female 

Total 

6 

8 

14 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 


0.28 

20.26 
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DEATHS  : 


Male 

Female 

Total 

235 

227 

462 

*  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

9.44 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 

Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

Nil 

All  infants — 18.  Legitimate  17.  Illegitimate — 1. 


Death  Rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  26.58 

Death  Rate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  25.44 

Death  Rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births  ...  ...  111.1 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  of  age  : 

All  infants  12.  Legitimate  12.  Illegitimate  — 

Deaths  from  : — 

Whooping  Gough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  — 

Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Meningococcal  infection  ...  ...  ...  — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease  ...  ...  2 

BIRTHS 

The  total  live  births  accredited  to  Rowley  Regis  during  the 
year  under  review  was  677,  a  decrease  of  39  on  the  preceding  year. 
The  birth  rate  for  the  area  was  13.84,  which  figure  is  lower  than 
that  for  the  whole  of  the  country  (viz.  15.3).  Of  these  677  births, 
9  were  illegitimate  (6  male  and  3  female). 


*  It  will  be  apparent  that  the  Birth  and  Death  of  any  area  is 
bound  to  be  influenced  by  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
population  so  that  in  order  that  truer  comparisons  can  be  made 
between  one  area  and  another  the  actual  Birth  and  Death  Rates 
are  multiplied  by  a  number  called  the  “  Comparability  Factor,”  the 
result  being  known  as  the  Corrected  Birth  or  Death  Rate.  These 
“  Comparability  Factors  ”  are  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General 
and  are  based  on  the  age  and 1  sex  distribution  of  the  population  as 
shown  by  the  census.  For  Rowley  Regis  they  are  as  follows: — 
Comparability  Factor  for  births  0.94  and  for  deaths  1.22,  and  the 
corrected  Birth  Rate  is  13.009  per  1,000  population,  and  the 
corrected  Death  Rate  is  11.41  per  1,000  population. 
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REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S  SHORT  LIST  OF  CAUSES  OF 

DEATH  IN  THIS  AREA 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

M. 

F. 

Total 

ALL  CAUSES  . 

235 

227 

462 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

8 

3 

11 

Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

1 

2 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— 

1 

Diphtheria  ...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— - 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm  stomach 

9 

9 

18 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

16 

— 

16 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

11 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

4 

4 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

18 

18 

36 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

2 

1 

3 

Diabetes 

2 

2 

4 

Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous  system 

23 

50 

73 

Coronary  disease,  Angina 

28 

13 

41 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

8 

13 

21 

Other  Heart  disease 

42 

55 

97 

Other  circulatory  disease 

7 

2 

9 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

7 

6 

13 

Bronchitis 

18 

6 

24 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

3 

1 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

4 

1 

5 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

1 

3 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

2 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

Preganancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

1 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

22 

22 

44 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

All  other  accidents 

6 

3 

9 

Suicide 

2 

— 

2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

GENERAL  REMARKS  ON  THE  DEATH  RATE 

462  deaths  were  recorded  in  Rowley  Regis  in  1952.  The 
general  death  rate  showed  a  slight  decrease  viz.  9.44  as  compared 
with  10.38  in  1951.  The  highest  number  of  deaths  were  attribut¬ 
able  to  the  following  causes : — 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation  ...  ...  159 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Respiratory  diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  ...  41 
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ABNORMAL  SICKNESS  OR  MORTALITY 

There  has  been  no  unusual  excessive  mortality  during  the 
year  nor  have  the  occupations  or  environment  of  the  district  had 
any  demonstrably  detrimental  effect  upon  the  public  health. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  and  patholigical  examination  of  clinical 
material,  water,  milk  and  food  stuffs,  is  carried  out  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  which  is  under  the  direction  of  Lt.  Colonel  R. 
N.  Phease.  Chemical  analysis  is  carried  out  at  the  County  Chemical 
Labortory  under  the  direction  of  A.  Houlbrooke,  Esq.,  M.Sc., 
F.R.I.C.,  County  Analyst. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

Ambulances  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  for  the  trans¬ 
port  of  infectious  and  non-infectious  cases.  The  service  is  free  and 
available  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night. 

Hospital  Facilities 

There  are  no  hospitals  sited  in  the  Borough  so  that  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  have  to  use  those  situated  in  neighbouring  areas.  The  chief 
ones  used  are  the  Corbett  Hospital,  Stourbridge,  the  Guest  Hospital, 
Dudley,  and  the  City  of  Birmingham  Hospitals. 

Infectious  diseases 

The  majority  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital 
treatment  are  admitted  to  the  Moxley  Isolation  Hospital,  Wednes- 
bury.  No  difficulty  is  experienced  in  removing  cases. 

T  uberculosis 

The  care  and  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  is  the  responsibility 
of  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Clinics  are  held  daily  at 
Parson  Street,  Dudley.  Sanatoria  are  situated  at  Groundslow, 
Prestwood,  Kinver  and  Himley. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

School  Clinics  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  etc., 
are  provided  by  the  County  Council  and  are  held  at  Mace  Street 
Clinic,  Carlyle  Road  Clinic  and  Public  Offices,  Tividale. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


(a)  Maternal  Mortality.  No  maternal  deaths  have  occurred 
during  the  year. 

(b)  Infantile  Mortality.  18  deaths  were  registered  in  children 
under  1  year,  of  which  12  occurred  unde  the  age  of  4  weeks.  The 
infantile  mortality  rate  of  26.58  was  lower  than  the  figure  for  1951 
which  was  30.72. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

(i)  The  water  is  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 
Company,  and  is  satisfacory  in  both  (a)  quantity  and  (b) 
quality. 

(ii)  There  is  a  piped  water  supply  throughout  the  district,  except 
in  the  cases  of  three  houses.  One  house  was  connected  during 
the  year.  The  supplying  company  frequently  take  Bacterio¬ 
logical  and  Chemical  analysis  and  no  adverse  report  has  been 
received. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  by  the  Department — 

118,  Corngreaves  Road  : 

Tap  in  kitchen  Chemical 

from  well  Bacteriological 

Corngreaves  Hall : 

Tap  in  kitchen  Chemical 

Bacteriological 

(iii)  The  water  is  not  of  an  acidic  nature  and 

(iv)  no  action  for  contamination  was  necessary. 

(v)  The  Public  water  mains  supply  direct,  is  as  follows  : 

(a)  Houses  ...  ...  13,772  (March,  1952) 

(b)  Population  ...  48,910 

By  means  of  standpipes : — 

(a)  No.  of  standpipes  ...  22 

(b)  No.  of  houses  supplied  ...  63 

All  the  standpipes  are  in  close  proximity  to  the  houses  which 
are  scheduled  as  unfit. 


Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 


SWIMMING  BATHS 

Haden  Hill  Park 


18  samples  were  taken  as  follows  — 


2  Chemical 

2  Bacteriological 
14  Lovibond  Comparator 
tests 


1  Satisfactory 

1  Unsatisfactory 
Satisfactory 

2  Satisfactory 
12  Unsatisfactory 
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Britannia  Road  Schools 

6  samples  were  taken  from  the  above  : — 

2  chemical  Satisfactory 

2  Bacteriological  Satisfactory 

2  Lovibond  Comparator  tests  Satisfactory 

The  bath  at  Haden  Hill  is  in  the  open  air  and  the  water  is 
static.  It  is  changed  weekly.  Upon  representation  by  the  depart¬ 
ment  the  November  Health  Committee  passed  the  following  reso¬ 
lution  : — 

“  Resolved  that  the  Parks  and  Cemetery  Committee  be  asked 
to  consider  the  desirability  of  installing  a  filtration  and 
chlorination  plant  in  Haden  Hill  swimming  baths.’ 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE 

All  sewage  passes  down  the  Upper  Stour  Valley  Main  Sewage 
Board’s  sewers,  and  is  dealt  with  on  the  land  irrigation  principle  at 
Whittington,  near  Stourbridge,  the  effluent  being  discharged  into 
the  River  Stour. 

There  is  also  a  Bacteriological  system  of  sewage  disposal  at 
Tividale,  the  effluent  being  discharged  into  a  tributary  of  the  Tame. 

New  drainage  work  under  the  Local  Building  Byelaws  is 
supervised  by  the  Building  Surveyor,  but  general  repair  work,  in 
compliance  with  notices  served  is  done  through  the  Sanitary 
Department. 

The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  in  compliance  with 


notices  served  : — 

No.  of  yards  of  new  drainage  laid  ...  556 

New  gullies  fixed  ...  ...  ...  21 

New  ventilation  pipes  fixed  ...  ...  6 

New  inspection  chambers  and  covers  ...  17 

New  intercepting  traps  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  drains  unstopped  by  Council  ...  254 

Drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Additional  W.C.s.  provided  ...  ...  69 


All  new  plans  are  submitted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for 
scrutiny,  which  is  particularly  helpful  for  both  departments. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

Little  known  pollution  has  occurred.  Only  one  investigation 
was  necessary  in  connection  with  dead  fish  in  a  section  of  the  canal. 
This  was  found  to  be  due  to  atmospheric  conditions,  and  lack  of 
oxygen  in  the  water. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICES 

The  cesspool  emptyings  are  carried  out  by  the  Surveyor’s 
Department  with  the  gully  emptying  machine  in  conjunction  with, 
and  at  the  request  of  the  Sanitary  Department.  They  are  situated 
as  follows  : — 

CESSPOOLS 

Premises 

Kendrick  and  Mole,  Corngreaves  Road,  Cradley  Heath. 

“  Briardene,”  Oakham. 

“  West  Lea,”  Oakham. 

“  Greenfields,”  Oakham. 

“  Ruffmead,”  Oakham. 

“  Beaulah,”  Oakham. 

“  Braeman,”  Oakham. 

“  Brookfields,”  Oakham. 

“  Golf  Club,”  Oakham. 

Wellfield  House,  Oakham. 

“  Beau  Geste,”  Oakham. 

“Sportman  Inn,”  Station  Road,  Old  Hill. 

Road  Surfacing  Co.,  Portway,  Oakham. 

“  Del-garda,”  New  House,  Darby’s  Hill,  Oakham. 

Marler  Bros.,  Perry’s  Lake,  Springfield. 

“  The  Dell,”  Moor  Lane,  Rowley  Regis. 

Barnett’s  Brick  Works,  Tividale. 

Smith,  The  Bungalow,  High  Haden,  Old  Hill. 

Willetts’  Cottages,  High  Haden,  Old  Hill. 

“  Rufford,”  Moor  Lane,  Rowley  Regis. 

“  Lyndale,”  Moor  Lane,  Rowley  Regis. 

The  Bungalow,  Spring  Row,  Church  Road,  Rowley  Regis. 

“  The  Spiers,”  Birmingham  to  Wolverhampton  New  Road. 

“  Pontymoile,”  Birmingham  to  Wolverhampton  New  Road. 
Windymoor,  Darby’s  Hill,  Oakham. 

“  Stanton,”  8,  Darby’s  Hill,  Oakham. 

B.S.A.,  rear  of  Vono  Works. 

Stiffs  Concrete  Factory,  Perry’s  Lake,  Springfield. 

Edwin  Richards  Quarries  Limited,  Perry’s  Lake,  Springfield. 

“  Bungalow,”  Turner’s  Hill,  Rowley  Regis. 

Duport  Foundries  Limited,  Tividale  (2). 

Accles  and  Pollock’s,  Brades  Road,  Tividale. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

The  central  tip  at  Powke  Lane  will  last  probably  five  more 
years  owing  to  the  fact  that  an  adjoining  area  has  been  reclaimed. 
Tipping  has  continued  within  a  few  yards  of  new  council  houses 
and  no  complaint  has  been  received.  It  is  strictly  controlled.  A 


13 


muledozer  is  employed  which  not  only  makes  a  good  job  of  levelling, 
but  consolidates  the  refuse  sufficient  for  vehicles  to  negotiate  with¬ 
out  sleepers  or  run-ways. 

Negotiation  is  still  proceeding  for  the  purchase  of  two  more 
sites,  one  at  each  end  of  the  district. 

The  cost  for  disposal,  including  all-in  charges,  is  £54  11s.  5d. 
per  1,000  houses  or  premises  per  year,  or  one  shilling  and  one  penny 
per  house  per  year.  A  remarkably  cheap  and  efficient  service. 

The  salvage  of  paper  suffered  a  severe  reverse  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  just  at  the  time  when  the  services  were  being  re¬ 
organised  to  bring  maximum  results.  £3,000  per  year  profit  had 
been  reached  and  now  it  is  with  difficulty  that  it  pays  its  way.  The 
scrap  iron  drive  however,  yielded  a  good  dividend. 

The  central  repair  depot  at  High  Street  has  been  extended  as 
a  temporary  measure,  costing  about  £2,000. 

There  is  no  proper  scheme  for  centralising  and  accommodating 
either  the  Council’s  men  or  the  vehicles.  It  was  originally  arranged 
for  this  to  take  place  at  Waterfall  Lane  and  plans  were  drawn  up 
for  this  purpose,  but  have  not  been  proceeded  with  so  far.  At  the 
end  of  the  year,  however,  this  matter  was  again  raised  by  several 
members. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 

1  Total  refuse  collected  in  tons  : — 

1st  April,  1951,  to  31st  March,  1952  :  10,262. 

2.  Population  :  48,910. 

3.  Area  (Statute  Acres)  :  3,828. 

4.  Weight  (in  cwts.)  per  1,000  population  per  day,  365  days  to 

year :  9.99. 

5-  Number  of  houses  and  premises :  13,772  (March,  1952)  . 

6.  Method  of  Disposal :  Controlled  tipping. 

7.  Method  of  collection  : 

Mechanical  vehicles :  5. 

Percentage  of  refuse  collected:  100%. 

8.  Average  length  of  haul :  2^  miles. 

9.  Number  of  employees  other  than  clerical : 

Collection:  20.  Disposal:  Foreman:  1. 

The  allocation  of  labour  per  vehicle  is  four  loaders  and  one 
driver,  but  owing  to  the  incentive  bonus  for  refuse  collection,  each 
vehicle  works  with  one  driver  and  three  loaders,  thus  making  it 
possible  for  high  wages  to  be  paid  over  and  above  the  J.I.C. 
standard. 
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CLEANSING  SERVICES 
HOUSE  AND  TRADE  REFUSE 
Table  showing  Costs  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1952 
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The  cost  of  the  refuse  collection  service  as  against  last  year 
is  up  by  £106  18s.  2d.  per  1,000  houses,  whilst  on  the  disposal  side 
it  is  down  by  £18  2s.  lOd.  per  1,000  houses.  The  total  increase  for 
the  combined  service  is  £88  15s.  4d.  per  1,000  houses  and  premises. 

The  total  cost  for  refuse  collection  and  disposal,  including  all 
loan  charges  and  overheads  is  £950  14s.  8d.  per  1,000  houses  or 
4.388  pence  (just  over  four  pence  farthing)  per  house  per  week. 
This  low  cost  is  attributed  to  careful  and  watchful  organisation, 
together  with  the  services  of  a  hardworking  foreman. 

The  incentive  bonus  scheme  is  still  in  operation  and  has  been 
the  means  of  maintaining  almost  a  weekly  collection  of  refuse.  600 
bins  per  loader  per  week  is  required  for  this  basic  wage  and  2^d. 
per  bin  is  paid  in  the  winter  time  and  l^d.  per  bin  in  the  summer 
time  is  paid  in  excess  of  this  number.  This  bonus  is  equally  divided 
between  the  team,  including  the  driver. 

For  the  12  months  ended  31st  December  ,1952  (53  weeks),  the 
collection  was  as  follows : — 

Round  No.  1  —  1092.5  average  number  of  bins  collected  per 

loader  per  week. 


Round 

No. 

2  - 

-  970.5 

ditto 

Round 

No. 

3  - 

-  1015.583 

ditto 

Round 

No. 

4  - 

-  1020.416 

ditto 

Round 

No. 

5  - 

-  1006.333 

ditto 

This  means  that  each  loader  collected  over  400  bins  per  week 
in  excess  of  the  basic  number  allocated  to  him.  This  is  only  possible 
of  course  by  working  a  reduced  number  of  men  on  each  vehicle. 

Many  enquiries  from  other  authorities  all  over  the  country  have 
been  received  and  they  have  been  supplied  with  information  con¬ 
cerning  the  service. 

Your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  has  for  the  second  time  been 
appointed  Chairman  of  the  Institute  of  Public  Cleansing  for  the 
Midland  area. 


The  number  of  bins  and  pails  in  the 

The  total  number  of  trade  refuse  bins 

Borough  on 

31st  December,  1952. 

collected  during  year  and  charged  at 

Round 

Bins 

Pails 

sixpence  each. 

1 

3,003 

— 

2,809 

2 

2,876 

13 

1,860 

3 

2,967 

3 

1,435 

4 

2,972 

57 

195 

5 

3,084 

3 

375 

Totals  . . . 

14,902 

76 

6,674 

Galvanising  was  reintroduced  during  the  year  after  delivery  of 
300  aluminium  painted  bins.  100  bins  were  also  supplied  galvanised 
before  manufacture.  The  supply  of  dustbins  as  a  direct  charge  on 
the  rates  has  been  continued  on  a  restricted  scale. 
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WASTE  RECOVERY 
The  pig  food  is  collected  by  means  of : — 

1.  An  electric  pony  visiting  1,650  houses  weekly. 

2.  From  214  Communal  Street  Bins  fitted  with  Bradley’s  patent 

quick  lift  access  lids. 

All  communal  bins  are  cleansed  at  frequent  intervals.  They 
are  painted  on  the  outside  in  attractive  colours.  The  special  lids 
make  them  fly  and  fool  proof.  School  canteen  bins  are  collected, 
taken  away  and  replaced  by  a  clean  one  each  day. 


Pig  Food 

By  Electric  Pony 

Collected 

From  Communal 
Bins 

Waste  Paper 
collected  by 
special  vans 

tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

tons. 

cwts. 

qrs. 

tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

January 

13 

9 

0 

28 

10 

0 

35 

7 

2 

February 

10 

5 

1 

24 

12 

3 

28 

5 

1 

March 

4 

13 

0 

26 

2 

1 

40 

17 

2 

April 

10 

7 

0 

23 

0 

0 

27 

19 

2 

May 

12 

19 

0 

32 

1 

3 

36 

18 

3 

June 

14 

3 

1 

12 

9 

3 

25 

17 

2 

July 

8 

3 

3 

18 

13 

0 

22 

14 

2 

August 

7 

15 

2 

15 

0 

3 

12 

1 

0 

September 

10 

8 

3 

22 

13 

0 

19 

15 

2 

October 

9 

10 

0 

23 

5 

0 

20 

2 

2 

November 

12 

10 

3 

32 

7 

2 

14 

15 

3 

December 

11 

5 

2 

26 

4 

2 

14 

19 

3 

Totals 

125 

10 

3 

285 

0 

1 

299 

15 

0 

A  scrap  iron  and  steel  drive  was  made  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year.  No  additional  staff  was  employed  for  the  purpose.  A  very 
high  price  of  £5  18s.  6d.  per  ton  was  obtained  for  material 
collected,  which  resulted  in  a  net  profit,  after  all  expenses  were  paid, 


of  £359  6s.  7d. 

Total  scrap  iron  ... 

Tons.  cwts. 
92  13 

qrs. 

3 

Value 

£549 

3s. 

4d. 

Total  waste  paper 

299 

15 

0 

Value 

£3,440 

12s. 

Id. 

Total  pig  food  ... 

410 

11 

0 

Value 

£1,317 

3  s. 

7d. 

Grand  Totals 

802 

19 

3 

£5,306 

19s. 

Od. 

There  has  been  a  slight  drop  in  the  amount  of  pig  food 
collected  this  year,  although  the  amount  is  reasonably  high.  Many 
firms  with  canteens  for  the  workers  feed  their  own  pigs,  and  many 
cottagers  are  pig  keepers.  The  number  of  cottagers’  pigs  killed 
and  inspected  by  the  department  was  633. 
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The  weight  of  the  pig  food  is  that  represented  in  the  raw, 
uncooked  state  and  shows  considerably  less  than  if  it  was  dealt  with 
and  “  steamed  ”  by  the  department.  Such  a  process  would  increase 
the  weight  by  50%  We  are  under  a  direction  to  send  the  food 
collected  to  Messrs.  Normansells,  Tividale,  where  it  is  sterilised  and 
concentrated  to  one  third  its  original  bulk.  This  is  a  very  good 
arrangement. 

The  cost  of  repairs  to  vehicles  for  the  12  months  ended  31st 
March,  1952,  is  as  follows : — 


Vehicle 

Use 

Date  of  Purchase  Repairs  cost 

EA8850  Ford 

Paper  collection 

17.7.37 

£ 

129 

s. 

8 

d. 

1 

Van 

JRE794  S.  &  D. 

Refuse  collection  (spare) 

29.5.40 

46 

4 

2 

KRE406  Ford 

Waste  food 

5.6.42 

75 

4 

2 

Lorry 

KRF263  Dennis 

Refuse  collection  (spare) 

2.7.43 

194 

11 

4 

LRF427  S.  &  D. 

Refuse  collection 

31.5.46 

179 

18 

8 

NRF701  S.  &  D. 

Refuse  collection 

29.7.47 

297 

17 

5 

ORE112  Jowett 

Runabout 

28.8.47 

68 

4 

9 

Van 

ORE252  Electric 

Waste  food 

17.9.47 

25 

2 

8 

Pony 

PRE480  S.  &  D. 

Refuse  collection 

3.5.48 

130 

18 

9 

VRF83  S.  &  D. 

Refuse  collection 

1.6.51 

7 

7 

4 

Ford 

Muledozer  refuse  tip 

20.6.50 

15 

3 

6 

WRF512  Austin 

Paper  and  general  use 

29.2.52 

— 

— 

— 

Van 

XRF682  S.  &  D. 

when  required 

Refuse  collection 

1.10.52 

fore  &  aft  tipper 

BRE827  S.  &  D. 

On  refuse  tip  and  spare 

1.6.35 

164 

6 

8 

refuse  collector 

£1,334 

7 

6 

In  addition  to  the  centralisation  of  the  Council’s  men  and 
vehicles,  unfortunately  deferred,  the  time  appears  to  be  opportune 
for  the  pooling  of  all  municipal  rolling  stock  controlled  by  a 
qualified  transport  official.  Under  this  scheme  all  vehicles  would  be 
loaned  out  to  the  various  departments  as  required.  This  would  re¬ 
duce  the  number  of  spare  vehicles  standing  idle  waiting  for  jobs,  and 
in  addition  make  the  best  possible  use  of  those  employed. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
Report  for  Year  ended  3 1st  Decmber,  1952 
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About  10%  of  the  sewer  manholes  were  tested  from  17  th  to 
21st  March,  1952,  as  follows: — 


Manholes  test  baited 
Partial  takes 

Manholes  prebaited 
Partial  takes 
Poison  Baited  ... 
Partial  takes 


100 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

A.— THE  NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS 

MADE  DURING  YEAR  1952 

HOUSES 

UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 
Houses  where  no  defects  were  found  to  exist  ...  ...  196 

Houses  where  defects  were  found  to  exist  ...  ...  1332 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  inspected  during 

the  year  1952  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1539 

UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS.  Defective  .  11 

REVISITS  to  houses  for  work  in  progress  ...  6077 


SYNOPSIS  OF  OTHER  INSPECTIONS  MADE 


Nature 

No  of  Individual 
premises  visited. 

Total  Number  of 
inspections  made. 

Shops  visited  under  Shops  Act 

302 

316 

Drains 

552 

701 

Urinals 

5 

5 

Slaughterhouses 

16 

591 

Offensive  Trades 

1 

1 

Foodstores 

512 

2553 

Stables  and  Animals  ... 

4 

11 

Piggeries 

221 

236 

Factories 

425 

516 

Bakehouses 

18 

194 

Licenced  Premises 

154 

282 

Dairies 

1 

23 

Van  Dwellings 

88 

149 

Carbide  Stores 

7 

9 

20 


Nature 

No.  of  Individual 
premises  visited. 

Total  Number  of 
inspections  made. 

Petroleum  Stores 

129 

402 

Smoke 

55 

87 

Marine  Store  Dealers 

9 

9 

Infectious  Diseases 

150 

209 

Pet  Animals  Act 

6 

23 

Cinemas 

4 

37 

Rag  Flock  Act 

3 

11 

Wells  and  water  supplies 

18 

18 

Watercourses 

78 

79 

Manure  Pits  and  accumulations 

42 

58 

Ice-cream  stores 

124 

130 

Complaints  investigated 

783 

783 

Works  canteens  and  restaurants 

181 

208 

Cellulose  Stores 

10 

36 

Private  schools 

2 

32 

New  coalhouses  built  ... 

2 

2 

New  piggeries  built  ... 

Visits  re  Survey  of  Sanitary 

6 

6 

Accommodation 

1005 

1005 

INTERVIEWS  WITH  OWNERS  —  1,767 


Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1952 

No.  of 
defects 
found 

No.  of  defects 
remedied  by 
informal  formal 
action  action 

Total 
No.  of 
defects 
remedied 

The  number  of  defects  remedied 

may  be 

shown  more  than 

those  in 

“  No.  of  defects  found  ”  column, 
the  previous  year. 

DWELLING  HOUSES: 

This  is  owing  to  the 

carry  over  from 

Defective  roof  of  coalhouses 

and  verandahs 

Defective  roofs  of  dwelling 

8 

6 

— — 

6 

houses 

208 

203 

6 

209 

Defective  chimneys 

Obstructed  chimney  flues  and 

116 

92 

4 

96 

pots 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Defective  brickwork  and  joints 

60 

66 

— 

66 

Defective  and  dangerous  walls 

14 

16 

— 

16 

Defective  or  no  spouting 

144 

167 

3 

170 

Obstructed  spouting 

8 

6 

— 

6 

Defective  yard  paving 

5 

11 

— 

11 

Insanitary  structures 

4 

11 

— 

11 

21 


Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1952 

No.  of 
defects 
found 

No.  of  defects 
remedied  by 
informal  formal 
action  action 

Total 

No.  of 
defects 
remedied 

Accumulations 

5 

8 

— 

8 

Dampness 

22 

26 

1 

27 

Dirty  dwelling  houses 

3 

1 

— 

1 

Dirty  pantries  and  cellars 

3 

3 

— 

3 

Dirty  living  rooms 

30 

35 

— 

35 

Dirty  bedrooms 

48 

55 

— 

55 

Dirty  staircases 

10 

12 

— 

12 

No  bathroom  accommodation 

13 

9 

— 

9 

Internal  and  external  painting 

33 

23 

— 

23 

Water  and  sewage  in  cellars  ... 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  and  dangerous  ceiling 

124 

153 

3 

156 

Defective  wall  plaster 

Defective  doors,  casement  and 

194 

253 

4 

257 

steps  ...  ...  ... 

51 

54 

— 

54 

Lack  of  damp  proof  course  ... 
Defective  firegrates  and  brick- 

— — 

1 

~~  -  — 

1 

work 

Defective  window  frames  and 

43 

51 

— 

51 

fasteners 

110 

110 

6 

116 

Defective  or  no  skirting  boards 

3 

6 

— 

6 

Defective  sash  cords  ... 
Insufficient  coalhouse  accom- 

123 

187 

5 

192 

modation 

11 

2 

— 

2 

Insufficient  washing  facilities 
Insufficient  light  and 

3 

9 

— 

9 

ventilation 

Insufficient  ventilation  under 

2 

— 

— 

— 

floors  ...  ...  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  and  dangerous  floors 

48 

50 

2 

52 

Dirty  floors 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  staircase 

12 

12 

— 

12 

Defective  or  no  handrail 

1 

3 

— 

3 

Fixed  windows 

2 

5 

— 

5 

Verminous  houses 

29 

29 

— 

29 

Houses  demolished 

— 

— 

20 

20 

Defective  snow  boards 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

No  owner’s  name  in  Rent  Book 

1 

1 

■ — 

1 

No  pantry  accommodation  ... 
Defective  hot  water  system  and 

1 

1 

• — 

1 

storage  tanks 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Dirty  beds,  bedding  and  persons 

3 

1 

— 

1 
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Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1952 

No.  of 
defects 
found 

No.  of  defects 
remedied  by 
informal  formal 
action  action 

Total 
No.  of 
defects 
remedied 

Dangerous  boundary  walls  ... 

3 

5 

— 

5 

Dangerous  and  dilapidated  out¬ 
buildings 

10 

2 

— 

2 

WASHHOUSES : 

Defective  roofs 

106 

68 

5 

73 

Defective  chimneys 

12 

11 

1 

12 

Defective  brickwork  and  joints 
in  walls 

11 

12 

2 

14 

Dilapidated  and  dangerous 
washhouses 

13 

12 

1 

13 

Dirty  washhouses 

6 

7 

— 

7 

Defective  floors 

6 

6 

— 

6 

Defective  ceilings 

7 

5 

— 

5 

Defective  wall  plaster 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  boiler  firegrates 

6 

6 

2 

8 

Defective  washing  boilers  and 
boiler  brickwork 

26 

28 

2 

30 

Defective  water  cisterns 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  or  obstructed  sink 
waste  pipes 

13 

12 

_____ 

12 

Insufficient  water  supply  and 
burst  service  pipes 

6 

6 

1 

7 

Defective  water  taps 

— 

6 

— 

6 

Defective  doors,  casement  and 
steps  ...  ...  ... 

13 

15 

2 

17 

Defective  and  dangerous  walls 

27 

18 

— 

18 

Defective  window  frames 

10 

8 

— 

8 

Insanitary  and  defective  sinks 

12 

7 

— 

7 

Defective  spouting 

19 

6 

— 

6 

Insufficient  washhouse  accom¬ 
modation 

3 

— 

— 

— 

DRAINS  AND  WATER  CLOSETS  : 
Defective  W.C.  roofs  ...  55 

42 

4 

46 

Defective  and  dangerous  walls 

23 

14 

3 

17 

Defective  soil  and  ventilation 
pipes 

3 

2 

______ 

2 

Defective  door  cases  and  steps 

15 

22 

3 

25 

Defective  flushing  apparatus  ... 

30 

33 

_ — . 

33 

Defective  W.C.  pans  and  joints 

24 

30 

1 

31 

Obstructed  W.C.s  and  drains 

282 

282 

— 

282 
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Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1952 

No.  of 
defects 
found 

No.  of  defects 
remedied  by 
informal  formal 
action  action 

Total 

No.  of 
defects 
remedied 

Defective  or  no  seats 

8 

12 

— 

12 

Burst  service  pipes 

12 

10 

— 

10 

Insufficient  drainage  ... 

58 

64 

— 

64 

Insufficient  water  supply 
Insufficient  W.C.  accommoda- 

66 

70 

* - 

70 

tion 

57 

69 

— 

69 

Defective  drains 

Broken  inspection  chambers 

24 

21 

• - 

21 

and  covers 

4 

4 

— 

4 

Dilapidated  W.G.s 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  or  no  spouting 

6 

6 

— 

6 

Defective  pail  closets  ... 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Defective  floors 

1 

1 

- — 

1 

Dirty  W.C.s 

Insufficient  light  and 

3 

4 

— 

4 

ventilation 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Insanitary  privies  and  ashpits 

FACTORIES  : 

1  - 

1 

Dirty  urinals  ... 

Defective  and  insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

1 

urinals 

Insufficient  W.C.  accommoda- 

1 

2 

— 

2 

• 

14 

16 

— 

16 

Defective  W.C.  pans  and  joints 
Defective  or  no  inspection 

2 

2 

— 

2 

chamber  covers 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Dirty  water  closets 

11 

18 

— 

18 

Defective  or  no  seats  ... 

4 

4 

— 

4 

Defective  flushing  apparatus  ... 
Defective  W.C.  doors  and 

2 

3 

— 

3 

fastening's 

Insufficient  light  and 

9 

31 

— 

31 

ventilation  in  W.C. 
Defective  and  insufficient 

7 

13 

— 

13 

drainage  ... 

7 

8 

— 

8 

Accumulations 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  spouting 

Doors  to  be  made  to  open  out¬ 
wards  or  not  marked  “  Fire 

6 

6 

6 

Fvit  ” 

i-JAl  V  »»•  •  ♦  •  ••• 

5 

15 

— 

15 
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Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1952 

Insufficient  “Fire  Exits” 
Defective  dust  extractors  in 

quarry  chipping  plants  . . . 
W.C.’s  not  marked  MALES  or 

FEMALES  . 

Insufficient  water  supply  and 
burst  service  pipes 
No  intervening  ventilated  space 
No  washing  facilities 
Dust,  smoke  and  grit  nuisances 
Factories  not  rat  proofed 
Defective  or  no  Fire  Escapes  ... 
Insufficient  screening  to  W.C.s 
Dangerous  and  dilapidated 
buildings 

Fire  Escape  Certificates  issued 
Factories  infested  with  MICE 
and  RATS 

PIGGERIES : 

Filthy 

Defective  sump  holes 
Accumulations 
Defective  roofs 
Defective  floors 
Defective  walls 

Nuisance  from  sterilising  boiler 

BAKEHOUSES  : 

Defective  wall  plaster 
Dirty  ceiling  and  walls 
Dirty  storerooms 
Dirty  floors 

No  artificial  lighting  to  W.C.s 
Dirty  benches  and  utensils 
Defective  urinals 
Dirty  W.C.s 

W.C.s  not  marked  “  Wash 
Hands  After  Use” 
Contravention  of  Byelaws 


No.  of  defects 

Total 

No.  of 

remedied  by 

No.  of 

defects 

informal 

formal 

defects 

found 

action 

action 

remedied 

2 

2 

— 

2 

6 

3 

— 

3 

15 

22 

— 

22 

10 

10 

_ 

10 

4 

6 

— 

6 

1 

1 

— 

1 

12 

12 

— 

12 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

4 

14 

— 

14 

1 

7 

7 

- 

7 

1 

1 

11 

9 

— 

9 

1 

1 

■ — 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

4 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

—  1 

3 

2 

2 

4 

2 

4 

—  4 

2 

1 

1 

—  1 

1 

• — 

—  1 

1 

1 

—  1 

2 

2 

—  2 

1 

1 

—  1 
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Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1952 

No.  of 
defects 
found 

No.  of  defects 
remedied  by 
informal  formal 
action  action 

Total 
No.  of 
defects 
remedied 

STABLES  AND  ANIMALS 
KEPT: 

Nuisance  from  keeping  animals 

1 

1 

1 

Verminous  premises  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

FOODSTORES  : 

Defective  door  and  door  casing 

2 

3 

3 

Defective  and  dirty  floors 

4 

4 

— 

4 

Dirty  foodstores 

29 

29 

— 

29 

Dirty  storerooms 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Obstructed  drains 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Inadequate  preparation  rooms 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Accumulations 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Insufficient  protection  from 
dust,  etc. 

1 

1 

1 

Defective  ceiling  and  wall 

plaster  ...  ...  ... 

6 

8 

— — — 

8 

Insufficient  and  defective 
drainage 

3 

3 

_ 

3 

Defective  flushing  cisterns 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Verminous  foodstores 

5 

5 

— 

5 

Dirty  utensils 

3 

2 

— 

2 

Unsuitable  storage  rooms 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  window  frames  and 
fastenings 

2 

2 

_ 

2 

Insufficient  sink  accommoda- 
tion  ••• 

2 

2 

2 

W.C.s  not  marked  “  Wash 

Hands  After  Use  ” 

3 

3 

3 

Defective  roofs 

3 

3 

— 

3 

Insufficient  washing  facilities  ... 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Insufficient  water  supply  and 
burst  service  pipes 

2 

3 

_  - 

3 

Defective  yard  paving 

1 

1 

— 

1 

No  constant  supply  of  hot  water 

4 

5 

— 

5 

CANTEENS,  RESTAURANTS 
AND  CAFES: 

Defective  floors 

2 

2 

2 

Defective  spoutings 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Dirty  walls  and  ceiling 

30 

40 

— 

40 
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No.  of  defects  Total 
No.  of  remedied  by  No.  of 

Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances  defects  informal  formal  defects 

discovered  during  1952  found  action  action  remedied 


External  and  internal  painting 
Insufficient  kitchen  accommo¬ 
dation  ...  ...  ... 

Dirty  W.C.s 
Dirty  urinals 

Defective  wall  and  ceiling 
plaster 

No  receptacles  for  storage  of 
waste 

Dirty  kitchen  utensils 
Defective  and  fixed  window 
frames 

W.C.’s  not  marked  LADIES 

and  GENTS  . 

Insufficient  light  and 
ventilation 
No  hot  water  supply 
Verminous  Canteens  ... 

PETROLEUM  STORES  : 
Disused  underground  tanks 
made  safe 

Defective  ventilation  pipes 
NO  SMOKING  notices 
required 

Defective  pumps  and  leaking 
hose  pipes 

Petrol  filling  chambers  in 
unsuitable  positions 
Secondary  opening  doors 
required 

Broken  inspection  chamber 
covers 

Lack  of  opening  windows  inside 
garage 

DAIRIES  : 

Dirty  ceiling  and  walls 
Dirty  sterilising  rooms 
Byelaw  contraventions 
Insufficient  drainage  to  sink 
accommodation 


6  10  —  10 

13— 3 

-2—2 

11—1 

11—1 

14— 4 

2  2—2 

3  1—1 
11—1 
11—1 

4  4  —  4 

-1—1 

7  5—5 

3  3—3 

5  3—3 

11—1 

3  4—4 

2  1—1 

-1—1 

11—1 

-1—1 

-1—1 
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No.  of  defects  Total 
No.  of  remedied  by  No.  of 

Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances  defects  informal  formal  defects 
discovered  during  1952  found  action  action  remedied 


VAN  DWELLINGS  : 

Allowing  land  to  be:  occupied 

without  a  licence  ...  1 

Occupyingl  land  without  a 

licence  ...  ...  24 

REFUSE  TIPS : 

Fires  ...  ...  ...  2 

Insufficient  or  no  fencing  ...  1 


SHOPS  : 

Insufficient  W.G.  accommoda- 
tion 

Defective  ceiling  and  wall 

plaster  ...  ...  . . . 

Insufficient  light  and 
ventilation 
No  washing  facilities 
Dirty  ceiling  and  walls  of  shop 
Obstructed  and  defective  drains 
Insufficient  water  supply 
No  constant  supply  of  hot  water 
Insufficient  drainage 
SMOKE  NUISANCES 

LICENSED  PREMISES  : 

Defective  eaves  spouting 
Defective  ceiling  and  wall 
plaster 

Defective  W.G.  roofs 
Defective  W.G.  walls 
Defective  W.C.  floors 
Defective  W.C.  flushing 
apparatus 

Defective  W.G.  pans  and  joints 
Defective  W.G.  seats 
Defective  W.C.  doors  and  door 
casement  etc. 

Dirty  W.C.s 

Inadequate  screening  to  W.C.s 


1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 


1 

1 


2 


1 


1 

5 


1 

24 

1 


1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 


4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

6 

5 


1 

24 

'  1 


1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 


1  1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

6 

5 
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Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1952 

No.  of 
defects 
found 

No.  of  defects 
remedied  by 
informal  formal 
action  action 

Total 
No.  of 
defects 
remedied 

Insufficient  W.C.  accommoda- 
tion  *  • »  ••• 

8 

8 

Insufficient  drainage  ... 

1 

3 

— 

3 

Defective  drains 

3 

1 

— 

1 

Dirty  Urinals 

2 

5 

— 

5 

Dilapidated  and  unscreened 
urinals 

1 

_ 

1 

Defective  and  insufficient  urinal 
accommodation 

5 

_ 

5 

External  and  internal  painting 

— 

6 

— 

6 

No  flushing  apparatus  in  urinal 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Insufficient  water  supply  and 
washing  facilities 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Defective  sink  and  sink  waste 
pipes  ...  ...  •  •  • 

3 

4 

— 

4 

Lack  of  bathroom  accommoda¬ 
tion 

_ _ _ 

4 

_ 

4 

Dirty  public  rooms 

20 

26 

— 

26 

Defective  floors  of  public  rooms 

2 

3 

— 

3 

Dirty  cellars  and  defective 
cellar  floors 

_ 

3 

_ 

3 

Dirty  kitchens 

1 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  cellar  doors 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  firegrates 

1 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  and  dirty  yard  areas 

- — • 

1 

— 

1 

Insanitary  structures 

1 

1 

— 

1 

No  hot  water  behind  bar 

3 

5 

— 

5 

W.C.s  not  marked  “  Wash 
Hands  After  Use  ” 

_ 

7 

_ 

7 

W.C.s  not  marked  LADIES 
and  GENTS 

— 

4 

— 

4 

CELLULOSE  STORES  : 
Additional  doors 

1 

1 

Doors  to  be  made  to  open 
outwards 

1 

_ 

1 

Doors  to  be  marked  “  Fire 
Exit” 

1 

- 

1 

Inadequate  storage  rooms 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Unsuitable  spraying  rooms 

— 

1 

— 

1 
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Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1952 

No.  of 
defects 
found 

No.  of  defects 
remedied  by 
informal  formal 
action  action 

Total 
No.  of 
defects 
remedied 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  : 

Dirty 

1 

1  — 

1 

Defective  floors 

1 

1  — 

1 

PUBLIC  MARKETS  : 

Defective  and  unpaved  floors 

1 

1  — 

1 

PRIVATE  SCHOOLS  : 

Insufficient  means  of  escape  in 
case  of  fire 

2 

CARBIDE  STORES: 

Defective  gas  generator 

1 

1  — 

1 

CEMETERIES  : 

Exposed  graves 

1 

1  __ 

1 
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B.— THE  NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1952 

(Distinguishing  Statutory  from  Informal) 
INFORMAL  NOTICES  on  the  books,  31st  December,  1951  343 

FORMAL  NOTICES  on  the  books,  31st  December,  1951  ...  10 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

1952  .  860 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

1952  (re  Shops  Act)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

FORMAL  NOTICES  served  during  the  year  1952  ...  Nil 


1,224 


C.— THE  RESULT  OF  THE  SERVICE  OF  SUCH  NOTICES 

INFORMx4L  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1952  which  were 

outstanding  31st  December,  1951  ...  ...  ...  247 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1952  which  were 

served  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  637 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1952  which  were 

served  during  the  year  (re  Shops  Act)  ...  ...  11 

FORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1952  which  were 

outstanding  3 1st  December,  1951  ...  ...  ...  10 

FORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1952  which  were 

served  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


905 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  on  the  books  31st 
December,  1952  (for  analysis  see  below). 

FORMAL 

INFORMAL 


Nil 

319 


319 


COMPLAINTS 

The  total  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  is  783. 

OUTWORKERS 

During  the  year  23  lists  have  been  received  containing  45 
names  covering  February  and  August. 

There  were  1 1  Reminder  Notices  sent  out  to  employers. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

PART  I.  OF  THE  ACT 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 
OUTWORK 
(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  Work. 

(1) 

Section  110 
Number 
of  outworkers 
in  August  list 
required  by 
Sect.  110  (1)  (c) 
(2) 

Section  1 1 1 
Number 
of  instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises. 

(3) 

Notices 

served. 

(4) 

Brass  and  Brass  articles  ... 

3 

— 

— 

Wearing  Apparel  (making, 

etc.,  cleaning  &  washing) 

1 

— 

— 

Iron  and  steel  cables  and 

chains 

7 

— 

— 

Carding  of  buttons,  etc.  ... 

2 

— 

— 

TOTALS  ... 

13 

— 

— 

VERMINOUS  HOUSES 

1.  Inspections  for  tenancy  allocation  of  Council  Houses  ...  347 

Found  verminous  and  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bugs.  Other  causes. 

Other  dwelling  houses  disinfested  ...  3  25 

2.  Houses  are  disinfested  by  spraying  and  the  use  of  D.D.T.  fluids 
and  powders.  Where  necessary  cyanide  gassing  is  carried  out 
by  contractors. 

HOUSING 

1.  Inspections  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1539 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  7616 

(2) 

and  Inspections  made  under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  11 

(3) 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1332 
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2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
local  authority  or  their  officer  ...  ...  827 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : — 

( 1 )  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal 
notices 

(a)  By  owners  (notices  were  served  in  1951)  9 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 


DEMOLITION  ORDERS 


The  following  houses  have  been  represented  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation  : — 


59,  Rowley  Village,  Rowley  Regis  . . . 

33,  Gorngreaves  Road,  Cradley  Heath 
103,  Gorngreaves  Road,  Cradley  Heath 
70,  Peartree  Street,  Old  Hill 


Still  occupied 
Still  occupied 
Still  occupied 
Still  occupied 


Although  it  is  7-J  years  since  the  war  finished,  there  has  been 
no  progress  made  in  dealing  with  unfit  houses,  either  condemning 
or  rehousing  the  tenants  whose  houses  were  considered  unfit  and 
condemned  before  1939. 


No.  59,  Rowley  Village,  was  condemned  because  the  house  had 
become  damp  and  dangerous. 

No.  33,  Gorngreaves  Road  was  in  a  similar  condition  and  the 
outhouse  (an  old  chain  shop)  in  addition,  was  in  a  state  of  collapse. 

No.  103,  Gorngreaves  Road — 200  years  old — is  difficult  to 
describe  for  damp  and  decay. 

No.  70,  Peartree  Street,  was  in  a  state  of  collapse  with  the  44 
inch  gable  wall  warped  in  and  out  from  the  cellar  to  the  ridge  of 
the  roof.  The  adjoining  house,  No.  69,  had  collapsed  a  few  months 
before. 
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The  following  is  the  list  of  condemned  houses  still  occupied, 
many  of  which  are  in  a  very  bad  condition. 


BLACKHEATH 

3,  4,  16  and  17,  Shepherd’s  Fold 
225,  226,  227,  Oldbury  Road 
132,  133,  134,  135,  Whiteheath 
Yew  Tree  Lane  (Wooden  Bungalow) 

147,  Whiteheath 


Date  of  Demolition 
Order 

2nd  May,  1939 
10th  January,  1938 
30th  March,  1939 
12  th  November,  1937 
5th  May,  1939 


HOUSES  CONDEMNED  BUT  WITH  SIX  MONTHS 
TEMPORARY  LICENCES  GRANTED  ENDING  MARCH 

AND  SEPTEMBER 

146,  Whiteheath  5th  May,  1939 


CRADLEY  HEATH 
12,  13,  71,  72,  73,  Corngreaves  Road 
93  and  94,  Corngreaves  Road 
93  and  94,  Graingers  Lane 
3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  Foxoak  Street 
28  and  29,  St.  Anne’s  Road 


30th  March,  1939 
30th  March,  1939 
30th  March,  1939 
2nd  May,  1939 
29th  April,  1935 


HOUSES  CONDEMNED  BUT  WITH  SIX  MONTHS 
TEMPORARY  LICENCES  GRANTED  ENDING  MARCH 

AND  SEPTEMBER 

69,  70,  77,  Corngreaves  Road  30th  March,  1939 

91  and  92,  Graingers  Lane  30th  March,  1939 


OLD  HILL 


11,  12,  14,  15,  41,  42,  46,  47,  Lodgefield 

116,  117,  118,  119,  Reddal  Hill  Road 

43  and  44,  King  Street 

20  and  21,  Elbow  Street 

81  and  82,  Peartree  Street 

3,  4,  5,  6,  Halesowen  Road 

13,  14,  15,  16,  18,  Cox’s  Lane 

10,  11a,  11,  Windmill  End 

1,  3,  Gawne  Lane 

107,  108,  109,  110,  111,  Powke  Lane 


Road  31st  January,  1938 
30th  March,  1939 
30th  March,  1939 
30th  March,  1939 
31st  January,  1938 
30th  March,  1939 
30th  March,  1939 
21st  November,  1938 
30th  March,  1939 
30th  January,  1953 


HOUSES  CONDEMNED  BUT  WITH  SIX  MONTHS 
TEMPORARY  LICENCES  GRANTED  ENDING  MARCH 

AND  SEPTEMBER 


7  and  10,  Cherry  Orchard 
1,  2,  3,  Brook  Lane 
69,  Peartree  Street,  Old  Hill 
44  and  45,  Lodgefield  Road 


10th  January,  1938 
30th  March,  1939 
21st  July,  1939 
31st  January,  1938 
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ROWLEY  REGIS 


43,  44,  45,  46,  Tippity  Green  1939 

HOUSES  CONDEMNED  BUT  WITH  SIX  MONTHS 
TEMPORARY  LICENCES  GRANTED  ENDING  MARCH 

AND  SEPTEMBER 

72,  73,  74,  75,  76,  Hawes  Lane  30th  March,  1939 

TIVIDALE 

221,  222,  City  Road,  Tividale  7th  March,  1939 

On  the  8th  October,  the  Housing  Committee  resolved  “  that 
the  Public  Health  Committee  be  requested  to  prepare,  for  use  by 
the  House-Letting  Sub-Committee  in  arranging  the  necessary  re¬ 
housing  accommodation,  a  list  of  50  unfit  houses  the  condition  of 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  merits 
priority  consideration  for  demolition.” 

4th  November  Health  Committee,  the  Chairman  was  requested 
to  submit  40  unfit  houses  for  priority  consideration,  and  this  was 
done  on  the  6th  January,  1953.  These  were  submitted  to  the 
Housing  Committee  7th  January,  1953,  as  follows : — 


UNFIT  HOUSES 

“  With  reference  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  Letting  Sub- 
Committee  of  the  30th  December,  1952,  the  Town  Clerk  reported 
that  the  Public  Health  Committee  on  the  6th  January,  1953, 
approved]  a  list  of  40  houses  (set  out  in  their  minutes  of  that  date) 
which,  in  their  opinion,  should  be  given  priority  consideration  for 
demolition.” 


After  several  months  of  consideration  the  above  resolution 
showed  little  progress.  During  1939,  a  list  of  unfit  houses  was 
prepared.  This  list  did  not  include  those  already  enumerated  above 
and  dealt  with  by  demolition  orders.  They  needed  early  considera¬ 
tion  for  demolition,  but  they  are  still  in  abeyance  as  follows  : 


Cradley  Heath 
Old  Hill 
Blackheath 
Rowley  Regis 
Tividale 


89 

121 

73 

131 

98 


Total 


512 
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In  addition  to  these,  eleven  clearance  areas  embracing  66 
houses  was  passed  by  the  Council  on  31st  July,  1939.  These  were 
not  proceeded  with  owing  to  the  war.  They  are  still  in  obeyance  as 
follows  : — 

Gorsty  Hill,  Blackheath 
Nos.  29,  30,  31. 

Lower  High  Street,  Cradley  Heath  (No.  2) 

Nos.  17,  18,  19,  20,  21 — No.  18  was  vacated  in  1953. 

Lower  High  Street,  Cradley  Heath  (No.  3) 

Nos.  34,  35,  36,  37,  38,  39,  40,  41,  42,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47. 

Nos.  40/1,  Lower  High  Street  reconditioned — October,  1952. 

Lower  High  Street  Cradley  Heath  (No.  4) 

Nos.  51,  52,  53,  54,  55,  56,  57,  58. 

No.  58  closed  December,  1952.  No.  54  closed  August,  1952 
(No  statutory  action) 

Lawrence  Lane,  Old  Hill  (No.  1 ) 

Nos.  29  and  30. 

No.  30  was  demolished  1st  October,  1952,  without  statutory 
action. 

Doulton  Road,  Springfield  (No.  I ) 

Nos.  114,  115,  116. 

These  houses  are  now  owned  by  Corporation  and  have  been 
reconditioned. 

Foxoak  Street,  Cradley  Heath  (No.  1) 

Nos.  50,  51,  52,  53,  54,  55,  56,  57,  58,  59,  60,  61,  62. 

Nos.  50  and  62  are  vacated. 

Ross ,  Blackheath  (No.  1) 

134,  135,  136,  137,  138,  139. 

Nos.  134,  138,  139,  demolished  by  owners  without  statutory 
action. 

Nos.  135,  136,  137  have  been  reconditioned  and  additional 
W.C.s.  have  been  provided. 

Bank  Street,  Cradley  Heath  (No.  2) 

Nos.  12,  13,  14. 

Rowley  Village  (No.  5) 

Nos.  73,  74,  75,  76. 

Graingers  Lane,  Cradley  Heath 
Nos.  6,  8,  9,  10,  11. 
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Up  and  down  the  country  there  is  a  great  housing  uneasiness 
amongst  the  people.  A  good  many  families  strive  unceasingly  to  get 
into  Council  houses,  in  spite  of  the  high  rents.  Few  indeed  wish  to 
return  to  the  old  squalor  from  which  they  left.  New  houses  are 
being  built  as  fast  as  material  and  labour  can  supply,  unfortunately 
with  a  heavy  subsidy.  Little  attention  can  be  given,  owing  to 
economic  reasons,  to  some  of  the  older  type  of  property  which  could 
be  made  to  last  a  little  longer. 

These  are  fast  falling  into  state  of  decay  to  join  the  already 
crumbling  unfits.  Whilst  large  subsidies  are  paid  for  the  new  houses 
built,  subsidies  can  be  obtained  by  old  age  pensioners  who  cannot 
afford  the  rent  for  the  older  type  of  properties.  Here  is  a  typical 
example. 

An  old  age  pensioner  living  alone  in  a  five  roomed  house 
receives  additional  public  assistance  to  pay  the  rent.  Whilst  most 
of  the  house  remains  un-occupied,  thousands  of  families  exist  in 
overcrowded  conditions. 

The  owner  who  has  to  bear  part  of  this  subsidy  in  taxes 
receives  a  net  return  of  3/9d.  per  week,  and  this  must  include  the 
cost  of  repairs. 

An  analysis  of  Post  war  building  and  rehousing  is  shown  as 
follows  : — 

NEW  HOUSES  BUILT 


Year 

Permanent 

Houses 

Built 

War  damaged 
Houses 
Rebuilt 

Temporary 

Houses 

Built 

1946 

18 

10 

50 

1947 

116 

— 

50 

1948 

263 

— 

47 

1949 

68 

— 

— 

1950 

76 

- — 

— 

1951 

204 

— 

— 

1952 

258 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

1,003 

10 

147 

TOTALS  : 

New  houses  built  ...  ...  1150 

War  damaged  houses  rebuilt  ...  10 

Before  council  houses  are  allocated  the  prospective  applicants 
are  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  as  to  cleanliness  of  premises, 
etc. 
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POST  WAR  HOUSING  ALLOCATIONS  TO  NEWLY  BUILT 

COUNCIL  HOUSES 


Year 

From  overcrowded 
prewar  Council 
houses  to 
newly  built 
council  houses. 

From  private 
houses  (not 
condemned)  to 
newly  built 
council  houses. 

From  condemnec 
houses  to 
newly  built 
council  houses. 

Total 

1946 

28 

36 

1 

65 

1947 

82 

92 

2 

176 

1948 

103 

136 

6 

245 

1949 

32 

40 

— 

72 

1950 

28 

48 

2 

78 

1951 

95 

99 

9 

203 

1952 

113 

124 

10 

247 

TOTAL 

481 

575 

30 

1086 

TOTALS 

On  list  as  allocated  ...  ...  ...  1086 

Temporary  houses  granted  to  a  local 

firm  for  imported  labour  ...  47 

To  officials  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Allocated  to  persons  outside  the  Borough  8 
1  to  Dudley 
1  to  Brierley  Hill 
3  to  Halesowen 

3  to  Oldbury  - 

Total  ...  1150 


The  following  table  shows  the  housing  allocations  to  pre-war 
Council  houses  : — 


Year 

From  overcrowded 
prewar  Council 
houses  to  prewar 
council  houses. 

From  private 
houses  (not 
condemned)  to 
prewar 

council  houses, 

From  condemnec 
houses  to 
prewar 

council  houses. 

Total 

1946 

12 

7 

— 

19 

1947 

9 

6 

— 

15 

1948 

47 

25 

— 

72 

1949 

18 

10 

— 

28 

1950 

10 

11 

1 

22 

1951 

26 

22 

2 

50 

1952 

37 

17 

3 

57 

TOTAL 

159 

98 

— 

6 

263 
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SURVEY  OF  SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 


It  is  well  to  record  the  post-war  progress  the  department  has 
made  in  providing  eachi  house  with  a  separate  W.C.  and  to  have  it 
situated  as  near  the  dwelling,  or  inside  if  possible. 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 


9 

additional 

W.C.s 

provided 

6 

33 

33 

33 

11 

3) 

33 

33 

14 

33 

33 

33 

59 

33 

33 

33 

83 

33 

33 

33 

63 

33 

33 

33 

69 

33 

33 

33 

Total 


314 


In  1952,  1,005  houses  were  visited  for  this  purpose  and  notices 
were  served  where  necessary. 
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DETAILS  OF  PROSECUTIONS  AND  SUMMONSES  SERVED 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


ICE-CREAM  PREMISES 

For  sale,  storage  and  manufacture  ...  ...  ...  11 

For  sale  and  storage  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Total  ...  123 


LICENSED  PREMISES 

There  are  122  in  the  Borough  and  running  hot  water  behind 
the  bars  is  provided  as  follows : — 

Method  Number 

Hot  water  from  fire  Back  Boilers  ...  ...  ...  58 

Hot  water  geysers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Immersion  heaters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Independent  boilers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Temporary  arrangements  during  re-construction  ...  1 

Total  ...  122 


MILK  SUPPLY 

The  following  licences  have  been  granted  : — 

Principle  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Supplementary,  Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Supplementary,  Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Dealers  Licences,  Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Dealers  Licences,  Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  ...  164 
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The  County  Council,  acting  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  Borough, 
took  249  samples.  Only  one  sample  was  adulterated. 


Article 


Ale,  mild 

Almonds,  salted,  roasted  ... 
Apple  Juice  ... 

Baby  cereal 
Baking  powder 
Beer,  black  ... 

Beer,  bitter  ... 

Bread 

British  sherry 
British  white  wine  ... 

Cake,  cocoanut 
Candied  orange  and  lemon 
peel 
Cheese 

Chicken  giblets  in  gravy  ... 
Cinnamon,  ground  ... 

Cloves,  ground 

Cocoa  ...  ...  ... 

Coffee 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence 
(sweetened) 

Cough  Candy 
Custard  Powder 
Dripping 

Egg  Flip  ...  . 

Fairy  Cake  Mixture 
Flour 

Flour,  plain  ... 

Flour,  plain  national 
Flour,  sweetened  Snow  cake 
Forcemeat,  Thyme  and 
Parsley 

G m  ...  ...  ... 

Golden  Pineapple  Fruit 
Drink 

Golden  Raising  Powder 
Grape  Nuts  ... 

Honey,  Lemon  Squash 
Ice-cream 

Jam,  blackcurrant,  F.F.S.  ... 
Jam,  Damson 


Genuine  Adulterated  Nature 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

12 

1 

1 
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Article 


Genuine  Adulterated  Nature 


Lard  ...  ...  ... 

Lemon  Curd 
Lime  Juice  Cordial 
Liquid  Paraffin  B.P. 
Marmalade  ... 

Marmalade,  F.F.S.  ... 
Marshmallow  T eacakes 
Mild  Ale 
Milk 

Milk,  heat  treated  ... 

Milk,  pasteurised 
Milk,  pasteurised  —  Channel 
Islands  ... 

Milk,  sterilised 
Milk,  T.T.  pasteurised 
Milk,  T.T.  pasteurised  — 
Channel  Islands 
Milk  Powder,  skimmed 
Mixed  Spice 

Mixture  for  Milk  Pudding  ... 


Nutmegs,  ground 
Orange  curd 
Parsley,  dried 
Paste,  meat  ... 

Paste,  salmon  and  shrimp  ... 
Pepper,  black 
Pepper,  ground  white 
Pepper,  white 

Peppermint,  extra  strong  ... 
Pikelets 

Pineapple,  crushed  with 
added  sugar 
Polony 
Pork,  pressed 
Prunes  in  syrup 
Rice,  ground 
Rum 

Salt,  iodised 


1  —  — 

1  —  — 

1  —  — 

5  — •  — 

1  —  — 

40  —  — 

2  —  — 

44  —  — 

34  —  — 

6  —  — 

—  1  Ingredients 

described  in 
terms  which 
contravene  the 
labelling  of 
Food  Order, 
1950. 

1  —  — 

2  —  — 

3  —  — 

1  —  — 

1  —  — 

1  —  — 

2  —  — 

1  —  — 
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Article 


Genuine  Adulterated  Nature 


Sausage.,  beef,  contains 


preservative 

1 

— 

— 

Sausage,  pork,  contains 
preservative 

7 

— 

— ~ 

Sparkling  orange 

1 

— 

— 

Sponge  flour  mixture,  with 
sugar 

1 

_ 

— 

Steak  and  Kidney  pies 

1 

— 

— 

Steak,  stewed 

1 

— 

— 

Strawberry  conserve 

1 

— 

— 

Suet,  shredded  beef 

2 

— 

— 

Sugar  mice  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Surfeit  water 

1 

— 

— 

Table  dessert  powder, 
sweetened 

1 

Tapioca  Flakes 

1 

— 

— 

T  ea  ...  ...  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Tend-o-Nut 

1 

— 

— 

Tomato-chutney 

1 

— 

— 

Tomatoes,  peeled 

2 

— 

— 

Whiskey 

8 

— 

— 

Whiskey,  Irish 

1 

— 

— 

The  County  Medical  Officer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
particulars  of  the  examination  of  milk  samples  taken  during  the 


year  : — 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  TESTS 

Satisfactory 

U  ns  at  is  factory 

Undesignated 

4 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised 

25 

— 

Pasteurised 

54 

1 

Sterilised 

17 

— 

Heat  Treated 

1 

— 

BIOLOGICAL  TESTS 

Undesignated 

7 

1 

Pasteurised 

10 

— 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

There  are  16  slaughterhouses  licenced  in  the  District.  One  is 
used  for  the  Government  slaughter  of  pigs  and  the  remainder  used 
generally  for  the  killing  of  cottagers’  pigs.  4,524  animals  slaughtered 
in  the  Borough  have  been  inspected. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
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MEAT  AND  FOODS  CONDEMNED 


33 


33 


33 


33 


33 


33 


33 


Pigs’  carcase  and  Offal 
feet 
frys 
heads 
intestines 
liver 
lungs 
mesentry 
Bacon 
Biscuits 
Cheese 
Meat 
Sweets 

Packets  of  cereals 
Packets  of  flour 
Packets  of  sage  and  stuffing 
Tinned  cocoa 
coffee 
fish 

frozen  eggs 
fruit 
jam 
meat 
milk 
soup 
tomatoes 
vegetables 
Jars  of  fruit 
Jars  of  fruit  salad 
Jars  of  malt  and  cod  liver  oil 
Jars  of  pickles 
Jars  of  tomatoes 
Boxes  of  prunes 
Wet  fish 
1,000  cocoanuts 


33 


33 


33 


33 


33 


33 


33 


33 


33 


33 


lbs. 

677 

3 

127 

237 

30 

3 

281* 

2 

lOf 

11 

19 

35 

79* 

54 

2 

1 

2 

1* 
38  J 
88 
1 ,288 J 

16 

1,8205 

269 

34J 

244J 

418 

299* 

5^ 

4 
3 

67 

131 

57* 
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FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS.  There  has  been  one  out¬ 
break  involving  three  cases,  only  two  of  which  were  officially 
notified.  All  the  cases  were  of  an  undiscovered  cause. 


GLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGN.  Every  foodstore,  shop, 
restaurant,  eating  house,  and  canteen  in  the  Borough  has  been 
visited  and  kept  under  supervision  during  the  whole  of  the  year. 
The  “  Code  of  Practice  ”  for  foodstores  is  exhibited  on  all  the 
premises  and  “  Wash  Elands  After  Use  ”  is  fixed  in  every  W.C.  and 
sanitary  accommodation.  Metal  enamelled  notices  are  also  ex¬ 
hibited  requesting  that  dogs  should  not  be  allowed  on  food  premises. 

Your  Medical  Officer  and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  have  been 
actively  engaged  speaking  on  food  hygiene  at  various  organisations. 
In  particular,  schools  have  been  visited.  At  one  school  money  prizes 
of  7 / 6,  5/-  and  2/6  were  given  for  the  best  essays  written. 

FOULING  OF  FOOTPATHS  BY  DOGS  —  PROPOSED 
BYELAWS.  Correspondence  with  the  Home  Office  and  the 
Staffordshire  County  Police  took  place  but  it  was  resolved  that  no 
further  action  be  taken  (General  Purposes  Committee — lUth 
November) . 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  Section  47.  Whilst 
it  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  police  court  proceedings,  live 
persons  in  need  of  medical  care  and  attention  have  been  removed. 
24  inspections  were  made. 


SHOPS  ACTS.  There  have  been  nine  prosecutions  for  opening 
after  hours.  Evening  and  Sunday  inspections  and  supervisions  have 
been  carried  out  continuously. 

STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM.  127  licences  were  granted. 
These  have  a  storage  capacity  of  92,950  gallons.  Particular  atten¬ 
tion  has  been  paid  to  the  suitability  of  the  premises. 

CARBIDE  LICENCES.  Six  licences  have  been  granted 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT, 
1951.  Number  of  Registered  Premises:  3.  Total  number  of  In¬ 
formal  samples  taken  :  12. 
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Details : 


New  cotton  felt 
Woollen  mixture  felt 
Woollen  felt  ... 

Coir  fibre 
Coir  fibre  pad 
Loose  hair 
Washed  rag  flock 
Algerian  fibre 
Unused  jute  wadding 


2  samples 
1  sample 

1  sample 

2  samples 
1  sample 

1  sample 

2  samples 
1  sample 

1  sample 

12 


All  samples  satisfactory 


THEATRES  ACT,  1843,  AND  CINEMATOGRAPH  ACT, 
1909.  Four  cinemas  are  licenced.  One  cinema  was  granted  a  six 
day  temporary  licence  for  stage  plays  and  one  Sunday  School  was 
granted  a  temporary  licence  for  six  days. 

The  powers  under  the  above  acts  are  delegated  from  the 
County  Council. 

On  8th  April  a  conference  was  held  at  Stafford  of  the 
authorities  in  the  County  to  whom  powers  are  at  present  delegated 
and  the  County  Council  having  considered  the  matter  are  in  favour 
of  replacing  the  existing  scheme  of  delegation  with  a  new  scheme 
whereby  the  powers  and  duties  under  the  acts  would  be  delegated 
on  a  uniform  basis  throughout  the  County  to  District  Councils. 

The  following  is  the  proposed  scheme  : — 

(a)  When  granting  licences  under  the  Acts,  there  should  be 
imposed  standard  conditions  drawn  up  and  amended  as 
necessary  from  time  to  time  by  the  County  Council, 
power  being  reserved  to  District  Councils  to  waive  com¬ 
pliance  with,  or  modify  particular  conditions  having 
regard  to  local  circumstances. 

(b)  To  accept  advice  on  fire  precaution  matters  from  the 
County  Fire  Officer  or  his  representative. 

(c)  To  arrange  for  premises  so  licenced  to  be  inspected 
regularly  by  qualified  technical  officers  on  a  basis  to  be 
determined  by  the  County  Council. 
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It  will  be  recalled  that  the  Council’s  attention  was  drawn  to 
certain  dangerous  and  unsatisfactory  conditions  whereby  young 
artists  were  exposed  to  the  risk  of  fire  from  open  fireplaces  and  other 
conditions  of  exits  and  stage  dangers.  No  immediate  action  was 
taken  and  further  communication  was  made  direct  to  the  County’s 
Chief  Fire  Officer,  who  confirmed  a  report  already  given.  After 
three  months  extended  time  the  licence  was  refused. 


PRIVATE  SCHOOL  ESTABLISHMENTS.  There  are  two 
within  the  Borough  for  day  pupils  only,  accommodating  205  and 
160  children  respectively.  The  premises  are  converted  old  fashioned 
three  storey  dwelling  houses.  The  means  of  egress  in  both  cases  were 
found  to  be  insufficient  and  this  was  reported  to  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  in  March.  A  resolution  was  passed  to  serve  notices  under 
the  Public  Healh  Act,  but  this  was  not  proceeded  with. 

In  one  case  the  top  storey  classrooms  accommodated  45 
children  and  the  only  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  was  by  a 
single  central  staircase  leading  to  the  first  floor  and  thence  internally 
to  the  ground  floor. 

Action  was  not  taken  under  Section  59,  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  to  prevent  the  rooms  being  used,  but  work  of  providing  an 
outside  fire  escape  was  commenced  late  in  December  and  completed 
in  January,  1953. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT.  23  inspections  were  made,  and  six 
premises  were  registered. 

MARINE  STORE  DEALERS.  There  are  nine  premises  on 
the  register. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT.  Two  soot  deposit  gauges  and  two 
sulphur  dioxide  installations  are  fixed  in  the  Blackheath  and  Old 
Hill  areas.  The  reports  are  sent  to  the  Department  of  Scientific 
and  Industrial  Research,  monthly. 

This  is  an  industrial  district  containing  ironworks  and  stone 
quarries  and  smoke  abatement  is  a  difficult  matter.  When  domestic 
chimneys  are  controlled  by  the  use  of  smokeless  fuel  either  nation¬ 
ally  or  in  smokeless  zones,  some  progress  will  have  been  achieved. 
Many  complaints  are  received  from  the  nuisance  of  firing  domestic 
chimneys,  but  this  is  a  matter  which  can  be  dealt  with  under  the 
Towns  Police  Clauses  Act,  1847. 


50 


There  is  scope  for  much  improvement  for  industrial  firms  to 
instal  more  up  to  date  appliances.  Brick  kilns  could  be  made  more 
efficient  and  economical  by  underfeed  stokers.  Blue  bricks  could 
be  burnt  more  economically  without  black  smoke  by  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  a  tertiary  air  supply  and  the  smoke  and  grit  from  reheating 
furnaces  could  be  bettered  by  modern  application.  Finally  cupolas 
can  be  made  nuisance  proof  by  either  water  sprays  or  by  static 
water  installations. 

The  exempted  trades  are  not  really  exempt  from  smoke  pro¬ 
ducing,  providing  the  best  practical  methods  have  not  been  taken 
to  prevent  the  nuisance,  but  in  the  case  of  proceedings  the  court 
must  have  regard  to  cost  and  to  local  conditions  and  circumstances. 

Much  useful  persuasion  work  could  be  done  with  a  qualified 
inspector  engaged  solely  on  this  special  work.  As  it  is  the  present 
staff  of  three  district  inspectors  for  a  town  of  nearly  50,000  cannot 
give  sufficient  time  to  it  to  make  much  improvement. 

As  the  law  of  enforcement  of  smoke  abatement  stands  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  it  is  only  adequate  within  a  very 
limited  framework,  and  applies  to  a  nuisance  only  after  it  has  been 
committed.  If  powers  of  “  prior  approval  ”  were  obtained— and 
this  can  be  done  through  a  corporation  act — steps  could  be  taken 
to  prevent  smoke,  instead  of  trying  to  abate  it  after  the  nuisance 
was  caused. 

Some  Corporation  Acts  specify  inter  alia  “  No  person  shall 
instal  in  any  building  whether  erected  before  or  after  the  passing 
of  the  act,  any  furnace  for  steam  raising  or  for  any  manufacturing 
or  trade  purpose  unless  such  furnace  is  so  far  as  practicable  capable 
of  being  operated  continuously  without  smoke.5’ 

The  alternative  to  this  is  through  the  Town  and  Country 
Planning  Act,  but  this  procedure  is  too  elastic  and  not  sufficiently 
rigid.  Further,  where  planning  permission  is  refused  on  the  ground 
that  a  proposed  plant  would  cause  a  nuisance  or  annoyance  to  resi¬ 
dents  and  be  detrimental  to  the  amenities  of  the  neighbourhood, 
it  would  be  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  Minister. 

THE  PUBLIC  MORTUARY.  22  bodies  were  admitted  and 
post  mortems  were  made. 

DISINFECTIONS.  85  articles  of  clothing  have  been  dis¬ 
infected. 

SCABIES.  There  has  been  no  case  of  scabies  treated  during 
the  year,  but  facilities  are  available  if  needed. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during 
1952  was  582  as  compared  with  584  in  1951.  There  was  a  con¬ 
siderable  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Measles  but  this  was 
offset  by  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough. 
The  following  table  shows  the  actual  number  of  cases  of  the  different 
diseases  notified  during  the  year  together  with  the  number  offer 
correction. 


Disease 

Number  notified 

Number  after 
correction 

Scarlet  Fever 

90 

86 

Whooping  Cough 

185 

185 

Poliomyelitis : 

Paralytic 

2 

2 

Non-Paralytic 

2 

2 

Measles 

287 

287 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

Pneumonia 

6 

6 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

5 

5 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

2 

Total 

582 

577 

SCARLET  FEVER.  There  were  90  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
notified  during  the  year  (4  of  which  were  not  confirmed)  as  com¬ 
pared  with  47  cases  in  1951.  20  cases  were  removed  to  hospital,  the 
remainder  being  treated  at  home.  The  disease  was  of  a  mild  type 
and  there  were  no  deaths.  Cases  are  only  removed  to  hospital  if 
they  cannot  be  properly  treated  at  home,  or  if  there  are  reasons  in 
the  public  interest  why  they  should  be  isolated  in  hospital. 

WHOOPING  COUGH.  There  were  185  cases  of  whooping 
cough  notified,  7  of  which  were  removed  to  hospital,  and  there  were 
no  deaths. 

POLIOMYELITIS.  4  cases  of  poliomyelitis,  2  paralytic  and 
2  non-paralytic,  were  notified  during  the  year.  The  cases  were 
removed  to  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths  from  the  disease. 
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MEASLES.  There  were  287  cases  of  measles  notified  during 
the  year  as  compared  with  437  cases  in  1951,  and  all  but  3  of  these 
were  treated,  at  home.  There  were  no  deaths. 


DIPHTHERIA.  There  were  2  cases  of  diphtheria  notified 
but  only  in  1  case  was  the  diagnosis  confirmed,  the  other  proving 
to  be  a  case  of  tonsillitis.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  low 
incidence  is  the  result  of  the  vigorous  immunisation  that  has  been 
carried  out  during  the  past  years.  No  deaths  occurred  during  the 
year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  cases  of  diphtheria  notified 
during  the  past  10  years  together  with  a  number  of  deaths.  I  might 
add  that  no  immunised  child  has  died  in  Rowley  Regis  from  this 
disease. 


Year 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

Number  of 
cases  notified 

80 

57 

63 

57 

20 

18 

8 

6 

2 

2 

Number  of 
cases  died 

8 

6 

2 

1 

— 

3 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

The  number  of  cases  immunised  during  the  year  was  as  follows  : 
Under  school  age,  579,  school  age  194.  In  addition,  4  children 
under  school  age  and  587  children  of  school  age  received  reinforcing 
or  booster  injections.  Diphtheria  immunisation  is  now  the  function 
of  the  County  Council  and  is  either  carried  out  by  their  Medical 
Officers  or  by  arrangement  with  the  General  Practitioners,  and  I 
am  indebted  to  Dr.  W.  A.  McLennan,  Area  Medical  Officer,  for 
supplying  me  with  these  figures. 

TUBERCULOSIS.  There  were  37  notifications  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  4  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  the  year 
as  compared  with  59  and  11  during  1952.  There  were  25  deaths 
from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (25  in  1951)  and  2  deaths  from  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (2  in  1951).  The  following  table  shows 
the  new  cases  and  deaths  in  the  various  age  groups. 
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A?e 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

periods 

Respiratory  I 

'Ion-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

years.  I 

4  a|e  I 

'emale 

Male 

?emale 

Male  ' 

?emale 

Male 

female 

0—1 

1 

_ 

— 

- 

— _ 

1—5 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

5—15 

3 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

15—25 

4 

4 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

25—35 

4 

7 

- - 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

35—45 

1 

4 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

2 

1 

— 

— 

6 

1 

1 

— 

55—65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  &  over 

2 

■ — - 

— 

— 

5 

— 

- — - 

1 

Total 

19 

18 

1 

3 

16 

3 

3 

2 

Home  visiting  of  these  cases  is  carried  out  by  the  County 
Council  Health  Visitors  and  copies  of  their  reports  are  supplied  to 
me. 


Information  as  to  any  sanitary  defect  or  any  overcrowding  is 
contained  in  these  reports,  which  enables  us  to  take  any  necessary 
action  to  abate  them.  Cases  of  overcrowding  are  reported  through 
to  the  Housing  Department  with  a  recommendation  for  re-housing 
and  wherever  possible  the  Housing  Committee  have  granted  the 
tenancy  of  a  council  house.  Close  and  effective  co-operation  exists 
between  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  Housing  Depart¬ 
ment. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to 
hospitals  during  the  year. 


Name  of  Institution 

Number  of 
admissions 

Number  of 
discharges 

Prestwood  Sanatorium 

9 

7 

Groundslow  Sanatorium 

7 

7 

The  Limes,  Himley  ... 

3 

7 

Newcastle  Isolation  Hospital 

3 

6 

St.  Wulstan’s  Hospital,  Malvern 

1 

4 

Edge  View,  Kinver 

4 

3 
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